THE   PEASANTS

period each village lived on little but the produce of its own last
harvest. At such times the inhabitants died of starvation, as they
have been seen to do in recent times in the Far East. Thirdly,
there was war, one method of waging which was to destroy the
peasants' crops, drive off their cattle, and burn their houses.

The peasants have left no records from which it would be
possible to see what they thought of their condition. As to the level
which they occupied in public estimation, one trace of this has
remained in the French language; the very name of the peasant,
or villein (the French vilairi), acquired both in French and in
English the sense of coarse, low, ugly, and contemptible, in con-
trast with the word noble, which suggests lofty and generous
sentiments and dignity of manner.
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